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Former Knoxville Police Officer Indicted for Theft, Forgery and Official Misconduct

An investigation by the Tennessee Comptroller’s Office, working in conjunction with the Tennessee Bureau of
Investigation, has resulted in the indictment of Joshua Robert Smith, a former police officer in the Knoxville
Police Department (KPD).

The investigation revealed that Officer Smith was paid at
least $8,473 for time not worked. From February 2017
through February 2019, there were 98 instances in which
Smith submitted falsified overtime requests for a total of
272 hours. Smith admitted that he requested overtime pay
for time he did not work to help pay for medical bills.

Additionally, Smith used a marked police car on multiple
occasions to work a second job that was not associated

with the Knoxville Police Department. This usage violated === ===
KPD’s policies. :

The investigation was initiated after the Knoxville Police Department first identified questionable overtime
requested by Officer Smith. Smith resigned from the KPD on May 30, 2019.

In August 2020, Joshua Robert Smith was indicted by the Knox County Grand Jury on one count of theft over
$2,500, one count forgery, and one count of official misconduct.

“Employers must provide adequate oversight of overtime requests and payments,” said Comptroller Justin P.
Wilson. “I’m encouraged that KPD has indicated they are doing more to provide improved oversight in this

area.”

To view the investigative report, go to: https://comptroller.tn.gov/office-functions/investigations/find.html

If you suspect fraud, waste or abuse of public money in Tennessee, call the Comptroller’s toll-free hotline at
800.232.5454, or file a report online at: tncot.cc/fraud. Follow us on twitter: @ TNCOT

Media contact: John Dunn, Director of Communications, 615.401.7755 or john.dunn@cot.tn.gov
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